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U. S. DEPARTIvIENT OF LABOR • . 
Y/AGE A.ND HOUR DIVISION 

''"'/ '••'" Yifashington '-' • ' . . . ' - iy.,. . 

• ~ HAT AND MILLllffiRY LEAlulER HEARING JANUARY 31 

A hea r ing on a p p l i o a t i o n s for permiss ion t o eraploy l e a r n e r s i n t h e ha t and 

m i l l i n e r y i n d u s t r i e s a t wages lower than t h e 30 cen t s an hour s t a t u t o r y miniraian 

r a t e , or h igher minimums s e t 'by wage o r d e r s , i s t o be held January 31 a t 10:00 A.M., 

i n Room 214 Hutchins Bui ld ing , 939 D S t r e e t , N. W,, Yfashington, D. C , i t was 

announced today by the Yvage and Hour D iv i s ion , U. S. Department of La'bor, 

Merle Di Vincent , D i r e c t o r of the Hearings Branch of the Y/age and Eo-ur 

D i v i s i o n , w i l l p r e s i d e and hear tes t imony to determine whether a l e a r n e r p e r i o d 

for s k i l l e d occupat ions a t sub-minimum r a t e s i s necessary i n order to prevent 

cu r t a i lmen t of oppor-bunities for employment i n t h e i n d u s t r y . " 

Under t h e Fa i r Labor Standards Act, t he minimum wage fo r employees engaged in 

( i n t e r s t a t e ) commerce or i n the p roduc t ion of goods for ( i n t e r s t a t e ) comraerce i s 

30 cen t s an hour; t h i s vr i l l au-to mat i c a l l y become 40 cen t s an hour on October 24, 

1945. E f f ec t i ve January 15, 1940, a wage o r d e r , based on the recommendations made 

by t h e M i l l i n e r y Ind'ustry Oormuttee and promulgated by the Admin i s t r a to r , e s t a b 

l i s h e s t h e rainiraura wage to be pa id eraployees engaged i n t h a t i n d u s t r y a t 40 cents 

an hour . 

The Hat Indus t ry Committee recoraraended a minimum wage of 40 cen t s an hour for 

t h a t i n d u s t r y w i t h the except ion of the menuf ac tu re of strav/ and ha rves t ha t s f o r 

which t h e recommendation was 35 qrents an hour i n the c o n t i n e n t a l United S t a t e s and 

30 cen t s i n Puerto Rico , Should t h i s r a t e be approved by t h e Adminis t ra tor a f t e r a 

pub l i c hea r ing i n which i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s may appear i n support or o p p o s i t i o n , he 

v d l l i s s u e a wage order making i t mandatory. 

Opportuni ty t o p r e s e n t evidence v d l l be afforded any i n t e r e s t e d person f i l i n g 

a Notice of I n t e n t i o n to Appear vd th Mr, Vincent p r i o r t o January 30, 1940, ' 

. - ' (3051) 




